GENEVA

The Newcomer goes out; and his departure breaks up
the court. The Leaders and the General rise and come
forward together.

DEACONESS [to Planco~\ Oh, General, is Science al-
ways right?

FLANCO. Certainly not: it is always wrong. But I
await the decision of the Church. Until that is de-
livered the story has no authority.

SIR o. May I suggest that you use all your influence
at Rome to obtain an immediate decision from the
Church against this
story?

FLANCO. You shock
me. The Church can-
not be influenced. It
knows the truth as God
knows it, and will in-
struct us accordingly.
Anyone who questions
its decision will be shot.
My business is to see to
that. After absolution, of course. Good morning.
[He goes out].

WIDOW. He at least has something to offer to men
about to die.

COMMISSAR. Dope.

JUDGE. Why not, if they die comforted?

BATTLER. Men must learn to die undeluded.

BBDE. Flanco is dead; but he does not know it.
History would have kicked him out were not History
now on its deathbed.

BEGONIA. I must say I thought the general a perfect
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